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Fond M emories of ‘Lep’ Adams

walting

By JOHN PENNEKAMP -
“MEMORIAL scrvices were

conducted yesterday afternoon’

in the van Orsicl Coral Ga-
bigz {hapel -lor

Adaris, a
quiet man,.
wihn vet b
carae knowvn.
as  one  of,
Dade Coun-t
ty's fnremuet’
2nd wbleat.
cHizens.

CI'wve had
AUrnerous ex-.
perfences
with Adams
whom you probably Knew as
“*Lep.” That wis an aborevia-
tion for a histerical and legen-
dary name with whick ne
long was associnted.

. First of these experieices,
and the one I best remember,
came 3 long time ago — back
in the days of fax vaving in-
difference. ‘You frequently de-
cided that the fees being
asked were more than the
Broperty was worth.

My lelephore rang, ~Vve
beets looking through,the list
of county iax delmquenc.les "
said Adams. “Your name is
among them, You owe on a
five-acre pieca
and Sunset roads. Don't you
Jwvant to pay W™ ' )

adatn ..

-while he
‘plained.

at Galaway.

Truth wa.s that 1 hiad over-

"looked one of three bills on
the property which accoanted

for the deltnguency. That was
pefore we had consoiidated
tax bilis and regular mailings.
[t sold it {or $1,580.)

1 HEED myself to the Caurts

"house and. it up the money.

Strange thing about Adams:

. Heg was retiring; seldom iden-

rified himyell. You answersd
the phonc and he'd begin
culmly ang briefly “tn  say
what he had 1o say, Thal was

-ull, .

_Another time a friend of
mine rent#d a housc, the Tor.
mer Adams’ home, adiciniig

‘the Riviers Country Club. As

its membership expandéd, the

club wanted that right handy -

property for a parking Loi. My
friend was Interested in its
lavish display of plantings.
Woukd I tall Adams, he askeq,
and ask him to come by and

“explgin them,

Adams | gid, jusl before
lunch. We wandered all over
the  exquisitely ‘kepl place
identified and ex-
Nearly everylhing
there he had planted or nour-
tshed and It had a historical
background, We asked him ta

. have lunch with us.

“Thanlk yon, no,” he said.

“Faith {}ns wiiu)

~fer me.'

He for a' Inng tlme was a.ﬁ--
soviated with the late Tom
Hamillon
moriguge business, later sold
pat, #nd all the while he kept
up his expanding interest In
the lislorical Associatton of
Southern Floride. He was its-
prisident in the days when
prder was. brought out of
ihreatening chues and  re-

mained a direclor in it and -

several affillates.

‘RIS interest also was ‘m-
bedded in Tennessee where he
was borm. Ouly recently lie

returned from a visit to Yan-

derbilt where he-attended the
100th anniversary of Phi felta
Theta. 2 fraternity established
in 1876 when they were held

to be forbidden. That resiric-

tion was changed  erer.
Adams was 59 when he died.
Al thy celebrution he out-
ranked® for age and longevity
all (he othery; his nedrest
competitor by si% vears,

His younger brother. Alfred
T. Adams, Sr., uof thé l:lass of
191¥ delwugd the invopcation

zt the. anniversery bhanguet -

and the Rev. James W, Par-
rish, whom many will remem-
ber as the pastor seme’ years
ggo  of Riverside Baptist

Chnmhhem.preparnda

in the land and

R,
ki

paper, '- llaln}
Street, US.A" -
Lep's interests &g,

-difficulé to define, he had 80
many and he plways was in-
tense In his quiet, diguiﬁed
Way.

_ Protractsd was his fnﬂnw-
-ing up of the activities of his
daughters. Faith, with her

-husband Bl Younp, has cars

risd oo = protracted fight to
-prevent the coming of moderm
power facilities within a mile
of their home and destructiva
of other nearby sites in Dixon
Sprlngz, Tenn. Their home i
the ancesiral homa of the
Youngs. _ .

‘THE other deughter I3
Susan Andrews, wife of a
prominent Coral Gables tesis
dant.- Both are active in thelr
veay in Dade County commus
nity affairs, '

Probably Adams wil bha
best remembered far his sub-

duad, but successiul, &rilvities

- as president of the Florida

Civil War Ceatennial Commiss
slon, by government appoint-
ment. These .activitles many
times . took hlm en trips te
Tallahagsee and other parts of
the state. He also had been &

_chairman of the Florida Il

brary aed Historical Cummla
gion. _ !



